’ T he Willows State School ﬁ(oﬂ 4799 13%% (07)472% 4665

€ - 8 p—
<l fee S zlcle

Music News — |ssue 1 Wk 3 - gt ]:ebruarg, 2017
Fiona Coleman - Fcole7@eq.edu.au T revor Schimke - tschii 5@eq.ec]u.au

Welcome to the first issue of | he Fitch’ for 201 7. A newsletter &esigned espccia”g for the music
clePartment at The Wi”ows Sta’ce School. The Fitch is generated to inform you of events coming up and
news about what is haPPening with the children involved in the music program. We will endeavor to i(eeP
you informed as much as Possible, but there may be an occasion where evcntsjust pop up with little notice.
We would like to have more involvement between parents and teachers and feel that The Fitch will he]P
create this communication. E_mails are the most common form of communication. ]Fgou canlet your child’s
teacher know of a current email address or make sure your details are uPdatcd on our system in case t!ﬂcg
need to contact you. Teacher’s emails are listed below.

Our Fer‘Forming Arts Centre is centered right in the middle of the school. You can’t miss us — or

our big sign. All music lessons and rehearsals will be in this block. A reminder that more than 3 lessons

missed may result in your child not continuing in the program. Flease ensure you inform the school or
teacher oFyour child’s absence. This is all recorded as Part of the rePor‘cing process at the end of each
semester.

A meeting was scheduled to meet the instrumental teachers last Mondag §Oth Januarg. All children
received either a contract commitments form or loan agreement for instruments being borrowed. The letter
also contained media release Permission, information about a $5 shirt !cvy and Purclﬂasing of our school
Music Folclcr with the school emblem embossed on the front for $11. Clﬁi]clren will receive this in their
lesson when Pagment is made. Thank you for the Prompt return of notes and Paymcnt&

Jnstruments will be handed over in the first lesson (Week 3) after i’/76:9 have fm'tlia//y put the
instrument togct/mranc/ the loan agreement form has been returned and Paymcnt made.

Ang children who have recently enrolled at our school and are interested in being apart of our
choral or instrumental program or continuing their Plaﬂing/singing are very welcome to Participate. Flease
come and sPcak with us ASAF so we can assist in Provicling you with further information.

Kesponsibilitg for learning and organisation onlg starts with a little guided ECIP. AH children love to
see the enthusiasm on their Parents’ faces. ]t is imPortant that you support your child }39 encouraging dailg
Practicc of atleast 10 minutes and bg ensuring, that he /she is Prcpared for his/herlesson on the
aPProPriate dags. [t is going to be hard and challenging at times —~ but being Pcrsistcnt will result in a feeling

of success. USuaHH 59 term 2, we see children taking their own initiative to be Prcparecl without reminders.
]Fgou feel your childis strugg!ing, P!casc don’t give up. We have strategies to hc]P guide your child into
making practice a habit and are here to help. ©


mailto:fcole7@eq.edu.au

Evcrg child should have received a timetable this week. | imetables are attached to the online page
of the newsletter. Flease Print and Place on the Fridge and/orin your child’s diarg. Teachers will have a
timetable on displag in their classrooms and there is also one c{isplaycc} outside the Fcncormiﬂg Arts
(Centre. [T ach child will also receive one to P]acc in their music folders.

Tlﬁe storage room is available for your children to store their instruments in Preparation for their
lesson. However, it will be locked at 5Pm and your child is asked to come over before the bell goes to take
their instrument back home.

Flease feelfree to contact us with information that you would like to see in The Fitclﬁ, share your
oPiniOﬂs or Publish any news you would like to share of uPcoming music events or angthing of interest.
Don’t Forgct our school website has been upclatccl for music. Go to the Fo“owiﬂg link and see all the great
thirxgs we offer and the benefits of what leaming music does for your child.

https://thewi”owsss.eq‘ec{u.aU/Extracurricular/Music/Fag;es/Music.aspx
Date Claimer

DATE WHAT'SON-TERM 1
Week 3 All instrumental lessons begin!! ©
Week 3 Friday, 10" February Senior Choir Performance for Investiture Ceremony @ 2.15pm
Week 4 Wednesday, 15" Beginner Strings Workshop — 10 — 11am Music room - due to
February swimming carnival clash on Thursday.

Week 4 Thursday, 16™ February | Swimming Carnival
Beginner String Lessons — Wednesday 15" February instead
Woodwind Lessons — Please check with Miss Hill

Week 6 Friday, 3™ March No Percussion Lessons

5trings~ Caroline Llogd—-Doolan - c]]oqlé&@eq.edu.au \chncsdag 9-~% éThursclagi fam~2.55pm

Welcome to another exciting year of Stringsl 53 now all students should have seen me at the meeting last

]:riclag. | essons are commencing this chncsdag and Thursclag of week 3.

Orchestra is also starting and your child should have received a letter exPlaining what day and times t]weg will be
starting.

lt is vital all lessons and orchestra rehearsals are attended from the very start in order to maximise !caming.

l]cgour child is absent from school or cannot attend orchestra Plcase email me on clloy28@cq.edu.au | look

forward to another rewarding and Proc{uctive year with your child.

Brassw Ke“y Hosking~ kclarZOﬁ@eq.‘cdu.au Monclag i lam-255pm

Hi Brassicsl Dor't {:orgct lessons started this Monc{ag, week 3 at first break. Kcmembcr to bring all your
equipment including your music Fo]der, Sound ]rmovations book, creams and oils and make sure your name is on

all your accessories.

f:or Senior Brass students, you should have attended the first senior concert band rehearsal for the year on
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Wec}nesdag morning,. [tis impor’cant that you arrive on time and your instrument is rcadg to be Played (ho stuck
slides or sluggish valves ©

Fcrcussion~ lan Brunski” ~ ibrunl@eq.edu.au Fridag Itam~ I.iOPm

| essons started last ]:ric]ag. We have lots of keen Percussionis’c readg to learn. | am looking forward to see

wlwat the year has in store 1Cor us.

Woodwincl — 5arah fﬂl” - shillzs 6@eq..eclu.au Tue5d33 9am~2.55pm &Thursdag 9am~ 1 Tam

A warm welcome to all parents of continuing and new students! |n this section, | will write imPortant messages and tips

regarc{ing woodwind lessons.
Forthe continuing students, | hoPe that all are ready to get back into their lessons this week. Make sure that all equipment
is replenishe&] esPecia”9 reec{s, mouthpiece Protectors and cork grease. Some of the groups have changed this year- get

your student to check their new group letter so there is no confusion.

Forthe bcginning students, | am very much looking forward to meeting you allin your first lesson. You will receive
your allocated instrument and ] will check the equipmeﬂt to make sure evergthing is okay. Music stands are
supp]ied cluring !essons, so there is no need to bring one! | ask that all parents of bcginncrs that are borrowing
instruments, return the loan form before or on the first lesson so tl—\cg are able to bring their instrument home. |f
your student has the 5our1& ]nnovations book, thereis a D\/D enclosed which has helPFul ’ciPs on how to
assemble, maintain, and Producc asound. [tisa great idea to watch this either before or after the very first

lesson. ]F}jou have any qucs’cions at all, Plcase do not hesitate to contact mgsehc via email. }ﬂappg Plagingl

WOW AWARDS ~ chognition of Fracticc and Grcat Work

Students need to maintain the consistent home Practice on their instrument in order to continue steadily

Progrcssing on their Plaging tcchniquc and note rcacling skills. To l'xclp acknow]cdge those students who

regu]arlg Practice, the music staff has dcvelopcd 2 ways to reward consistent home practicc.

The first reward is the ”WOW’GIFEW. For students to be eligib!e, theg need to undertake 60 minutes of qualitg
Practice of both lesson and ensemble repertoire. ]t’s an act that WOWS your teacher. I:or example -
memorizing a Piece of music, improving your tonguing/buzzing/bow technique etc. WOW slips are Placecl in the
WOW bin fora lucicg draw Prize that will be drawn every week. The student who is drawn from the WOW bin

will have their choice of receiving a happg gram, icy cup or tuckshop voucher.

How many WOW sliPs will you get in the bin this term?

The second draw is the 700 minutes club. This club is for students who undertake in 100 minutes or more of
home Practice every week. ]F 100 minutes are reached every week, the student’s name will be documented on the
100 minute club chart found in the music Prac’ticc room. Theg will also be given a ”T"]appg Ciram® for their
achievement that week. [Jowever, for the students whose names remain on the 100 minute chart all term will

receive an ]cy CUP Bg the end of the year, students who have remained on the chart for the whole year will be
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invited to 100 minute club party held the end of T erm 4.

String Orchestra & Junior Orchestra -~ (Caroline UochDoolan

Rehearsals began this week on Wednesdag morning for Seniors in the rehearsal space of the PerForming arts

centre. Mcmbers are to arrive }35 7 40am to tune and be seated for a 7.50am start. Jumiors are rcc]uired to be
at the music room bg 1.10pm reaclg to start ASAF cluring the break.

Concert Band - Sarah il
Rchearsals bcgin this week on Tuesc{ag mornings. Stuc{cnts are requircd to be at (5 Pod Prompt]9 at 7:4O0am.

T hereis a concert band list and a concert band lagou’c in the Practicc room if students are interested to see
where they will sit for the term. We have some new cha”enges for the year- ] have chosen 2 Pieces this term to

work on. ] cannot wait to see the future Progrcssl

Junior and Senior Choirs - [Tiona Coleman & | revor Schimke

] was delighted to see so many children wi”ing to extend their musical abilities outside the music classroom. TI"I@

enthusiasm for children wanting to become members of the choir has been extraordinarg. Auclitions for our

Junior (Years 1,2,%) and senior (3ears 4.5 6) choirs were held last Tucsdag. A” children have been notified on

their success and had their first rehearsal last Fridag.

Our]cirst serformance is the ]nvestiture Ceremon this Friday, iOth Februar . A” members of Senior choir will
P Y Y Y

be singing for this event. Extra rehearsals to prepare for this PerFormance are scheduled ForTuesclaq and

Thursc]aq at 1% break. We will meet again on Fri&ag at an break which will be our regular rehearsal time for the

year. You are more than welcome to attend our ceremony and hear the first Per‘Formance of what is goiﬂg to be
an amazing year of singing}! ©

(Children selected will receive a note this week with a contract of commitment and request to pay $5 for shirt hire.
Flease return these notes signed and ensure the media release section is also signecl in anticiPation of any local
Pcncormaﬂces we may be asked to Per‘Form at. [lease ensure thcg have a disp]ag folder to kccp music/words in
and that it's brought to every rehearsals. An electronic roll has been set up so children are recorcling their
attendance. (Children will be invited to eisteddfod and other PerFormances based on their attendance and effort
recorded in the roll. Choir rehearsals will be on [Friday 2 break for Seniors and Juniors on \WWednesday at 12

break. Rehearsals will start in week 4. PBefore school rehearsals for Seniors will be Pubiished via the newsletter

later in the term.

Music Shirts, Folders/Music, School |nstruments

Clﬂi!dren will be allocated a shirt in the coming weeks which is to be stored at the school. A note has been sent

home asking for $5 towards the cost of washing these shirts after every PerFormancc ]Fgou are wi“ing to He]P
with washing, you will not be required to pay. We do ask that your child is Preparecl for any uPcoming
Pcncormances. Jtis a requircment that all children wear with their slﬂirts, navy blue skir‘cs, skorts or slﬂorts, white

ankle socks (above the sl'roe) and black closed in shoes for PerFormances as indicated on the note.



All instruments have been cleaned, rePaired and returned over the school holidag& Flease ensure you and your
child are aware of the loan agreement conditions for the year. Loan agreement forms and $ 100 hire fee need to
be Paid and returned bg the 1" lesson so your child can take it home. |f there are any breakages or concerns with
the instrument, Please report to us immediateb so it can be rePaired H: the damage is deliberate, you will be

required to cover the cost of rePairs.

f:olc]ers are required for all Perf:ormances. The folders are very durable and will last your child a long time if well
looked after. Theg will be handed out upon payment cluring theirlesson. lggour child has Paid and we have

missed giving them a folder, Picase ensure thcg ask mgsélxC or their instrumental instructor.

Rock Band -~ T revor Schimke

Congratu]ations to all the 14 successful year 5 and 6 students who auditioned last week for the Rockband.
There is an abundance of talented students at our school and it is great to witness imProvement in students as
’cheg deve]op their skills. Notes were sent home Friclag to be returned ASAFP. Other aspiring students will be
able to attend lessons with the various groups to develop their skills for next year. The timetable will be
disp]aged on the window in Mr Schimke’s room. | essons will commence this week with our first rehearsal

scheduled for Mondag week 4. ] am ]ooking forward to anothcrgreat year working with the band.

~ UPCOMINGEVENTS ~

MUSICALS and PERFORMANCE S

When you hear someone create music, something spccial haPPens — it evokes emotions. \When children hear live

music, it resonates with them emotiona”\q‘ Wl‘ven children exPerience a live Per‘Formance, theg will begin to
understand that it takes a person and an instrument or a voice to create music. A part of hearing live music is the
value injus’c listening. Listcning is cloing somcthing and this he]Ps them build that skill. You and your child will
begin to aPPreciate music when it's Presented to them and exPerience and enjog it together. Watching live music
will also inspire your child with their P]aying. Tl’lerc are many local community groups that present small concerts
and musicals around | ownsville. (Check your local newspaper, Civic T heatre, | ownsville Choral Societg
Websites and Facebook for upcoming PerFormances.

Musica”g Yours,

Fiona (Coleman & | revor 5chimi<e



(Great music is that which penetrates the ear with Facilitg and leaves the memory with
diﬁ:icultg. Magical music never leaves the memory. ~ Sir T homas Beecham
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